MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 5. 2008 :'.‘-;~ 
T Martin P. Black, City Manager
FROM: Jack Stevenson, CFPS, Fire Marshal

SUBJECT: 127 East Tampa Avenue

In January of 2007 I had a discussion with John Patek concerning the possibility of un-permitted
work underway at the former location of Norma Jeans Bar. (See email dated 1/26/07)

I made numerous site visits to this address over the course of the next several months but did not
witness any construction activity.

On Wednesday November 7 2007 at 2:53 PM I received a telephone call from a gentleman who
identified himself as Mike with Contractor’s Plus (623-2081). He said he was doing some work
at 127 East Tampa Avenue for the building owner Tammy Valuchi. He wanted to schedule a site
visit to review existing conditions and to discuss what would be required for an increase in the
occupant load. I asked him if there was an open permit for the work he was doing. He said that
he was doing cosmetic work only so no permit was required. I then asked him what the intended
use of the space would be. He replied that it was the owner’s intention to reopen the business as a
bar.

I met with Mike on Thursday November 8, 2007 at 1:30PM. Please note that prior to this
meeting I had never entered this building in any capacity. When I arrived, Mike was just
completing a meeting with Hans Behrens. At the conclusion of their meeting I introduced
myself. At that time Mike stated that he was the husband of the building owner Tammy Valuchi.
As we walked through the building Mike explained that he had not done any changes to the
building but was interested in knowing if there was anything that the fire department would need
in order for him to reopen as a bar. I discussed with him the need for the appropriate size, type,
number and placement of fire extinguishers, that the exits had to be properly marked and kept
clear at all times and that any other existing fire safety equipment needed to be affixed with a
current inspection tag.

Mr. Valuchi then wanted to talk about what would be required to increase the allowable occupant
capacity of the business beyond what had been allowed previously. I told him that if it was
intention to change the use from the existing mercantile occupancy to a new assembly
occupancy. then a code analysis would have to be done by a licensed professional and a permit
for that change of use would have to be issued. He then thanked me for my time and said he
would call if he had any further questions.
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