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BELLA CITTA???

OR
NOT SO BELLA CITTA 222

The answer to the above riddle
is easy. It really depends on who you
are!

If you happen to be a developer or
land speculator involved in Bella Citta, it's
probably a very bella, bella type of
decision that council made on the 8"

of January. . After all, council now
gave them more units per acre
than was originally requested .

MU=MM which translates into “More Units
Equals More Money!”

But if you happen to be a county resident
living within the Sorrento Woods area next to the
proposed Bella $ita Development or one of the
many, many Venice \' citizens concerned
with over development @anywhere in our city
or county - it's NOT & TOO BELLAI

The Bella Citta part of that council meeting
was really the strangest part of the whole thing.
Almost like déja vu - all over again. As we listened
to the opening remarks - actually a rezoning report
- by the Planning Department Director, | kept
thinking that | was back in the good old days of a
previous city manager. Those opening remarks
seemed like an open and shut advocacy for its
passage by council because that's what it was.

There were no “goods and bads” in the
Planning Directors report. Only “good, good,
good” along with lots of implied “pass it, pass it,
pass it." Most of Council didn’t seem to mind
being fed only side dishes by their own employee
so they passed it on a 5 to 2 basis. However, along
came an amendment proposed by Councilwoman
Sue Lang. The amendment simply stated that the
developer should correct some of the problems
that several groups had complained about.

These problems and the changes

suggested in Councilwoman Lang’s amendment
ran the gamut from scaling down the height of the

buildings facing Sorrento Woods, a slight
lengthening of the distance between those homes
and the Sorrento Woods homes and putting in
more foliage between the two developments.

Councilman Zavodnyik seconded the
motion and it was put to a vote. The three new
members in council voted for the amendment - as |
am sure a huge majority of Venice’s citizens would
have voted, but the other four members of council
voted against her motion

as| imagine
certain Venice
citizens would

have voted. Also the boys and girls at the Chamber
as well as the members of all the growth clubs in
the area wanted them to vote against anything of
that sort. No ifs, no ands and no buts! Some things
never change unless they get changed in
November. Hey, that’s only 10 months away. It'll be
around before we know it.

While watching the Bella Citta cauldron
being stirred by assorted witches and goblins, from
attorneys to politicians to bureaucrats, we noticed
another strange or not so strange set-up. A
situation that has to bring a smile to the lips of
developers while their cohorts or associates -
politicians/bureaucrats, make believe it doesn’t
exist.

It has to do with the zoning of a particular
parcel of land. We all know that developers and
speculators were always anxious to annex into
Venice because even if the wording of the county
and city zoning densities were the same - the actual
numbers in the city zone didn’t always match the
county zoning numbers. Usually more dense and
then an even denser request was usually granted.
MU=MM !

The real problem is that a desity of 4 units
per acre on a 40 acre tract, or 160 total units,
doesn’t always come out to 4 units per acre. If only
50% of the 40 acres are usable because of lakes or
wetlands, the original total of 160 units is crammed
into the usable 20 acres. If your home abutts that
twenty acres, you are looking at 8 per acre, not at
the 4 homes per acre you expected to be viewing.
We could stop the game playing and change zoning
to a net number on buildable land. No more games,
no more surprises and our elected officials and
their bureaucrats will actually represent US!
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